CENTER CHECKLIST

Name of Center:

Address:

Name of Director:

Name(s) of

classroom

teacher(s):

Type of License:

Cost of Care:

Infants:

Toddlers:

Preschool:

School Age:

Licensing rules and regulations can be viewed online at www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com
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Why Is High-Quality Care Important?
There are several items that will help you detect the level of quality a program offers.

1. Health and Safety
- Proper equipment will reduce safety or health risks.
- Monitoring of visitors reduces risk or threats to children’s safety.
- Clean environment reduce illness and spread of germs.
2. Learning Environment
- Young children need a lot of supervision and guidance.
- Children need to develop socially, emotionally, intellectually, and physically.
3. Staff Training
- Providers and teachers know and understand child development and how best to work with children.
- Your child will receive care that is right for his/her age and skill level.
- Children need to form a bond with their provider to feel safe and loved.
4. Parent Policies
- It’s important for parents to be welcomed and involved in the child care program.
- Good child care involves parents and works with parents to meet specific goals.
5. Program Administration
- Programs with licenses have passed standards for health and safety, ratios, and equipment.

- Programs that are accredited will have passed national standards for providing quality care.

Licensing rules and regulations can be viewed online at www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com
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Four Series of Checklist Questions Are Provided on the Following Pages:

Tour the Center: The Inside
Tour the Center: The Outside
Interaction Between Staff/Children/Parents

Operational Policy
Additional Questions to Ask

Investigate Before You Enroll

The Early Childhood Council of Larimer County Child Care Resource and Referral program provides

Tt AN W N =

referrals only, not recommendations.

We cannot warrant the information on any provider, nor can we guarantee that any provider gives quality
care. It is your responsibility to screen child care providers and decide who will best meet your family's
needs. We strongly encourage parents to ask prospective child care providers to see their latest licensing
inspection report and review the provider's licensing and complaint records. To review a child care
provider's records call the Colorado Division of Early Care and Learning at 1-800-799-5876 or visit

www.coloradoshines.com

1. Visit www.coloradoshines.com

2. Select the families button either from the top of the page or in the middle

3. Select “What families can do?” from the list of options on the left side of the page

4. Under “What Can Families Do?”, click on Colorado Child Care Facility Search, highlighted in blue
5. When prompted, check “parent” and type in your zip code

6. Search by license ID# which can be found on the attached list of child care providers

Licensing rules and regulations can be viewed online at www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com
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Tour the Center: The Inside

Questions
Required by the State Regulation #
Is the license displayed in a visible location? 7.701.56 A. Yes No
Are fire escape plans/emergency evacuation plans posted? 7.702.42 1. Yes No
Are there obvious hazards such as dangerous substances, electrical 7.702.71 C,;
cords, uncovered electrical outlets, cleaning materials, or medications 770291 C, D, Yes No
accessible to the children? E,G., 0.
. . 7.702.81 A. 2;

Are separate spaces available for the different age groups? Yes No

7.702.81 C. 2
Is the quantity of toys and materials sufficient for the number of

7.702.72 C.,D. Yes No
children in the classroom?
Are the toys and materials developmentally appropriate for the

7.702.71 A., B. Yes No
different age groups?
Is the classroom arranged in a way that toys and materials are

7.702.72 E. Yes No

accessible to children?
Are the furnishings in the classrooms child sized? 7.702.71 D Yes No
Are children monitored at all times, even when sleeping? 7.702.64 B. 7c. Yes No

NOT Required by the State

Do all adults and children wash their hands after using the bathroom, changing diapers,

and before eating? Yes No
Are fire extinguishers on site? Yes No
Is there space for active play and other space available where quiet play may take place? Yes No
Are the sinks and bathroom stocked with appropriate supplies? Yes No
Is your initial reaction upon entering the child care center a positive one? Yes No
Tour the Center: The Outside
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Questions

Required by the State

Regulation #

children?

Do the children have an opportunity to play outside each day? 7.702.68 A. 2 Yes No
Is the outside area free of litter and obvious hazards such as broken 7.702.71 C, v N
es 0

glass? 7.702.91 N.
Are there a variety of outside equipment/toys available and appropriate

v P Y PPTOP 7.702.71 A. Yes No
for various ages?
Is the outdoor play equipment sturdy and in good repair? 7.702.71 C. Yes No
Are children being supervised by the child care provider? 7.702.64 A.1 Yes No
Is there shade available outside where the children play? 7.702.83 B. 6 Yes No
Do children two years and younger play separately from the older

4 YOUngEt PRy =ep Y 7.702.83 B. 8 Yes No

NOT Required by the State

Are the child care providers interacting with the children? Yes No
Does the center encourage use of the outside area for learning activities as well as free
Yes No
play?
Is the outside area pleasant and enjoyable? Will your child be enticed to play outside? Yes No
5
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CENTER: Interaction between Staff/ Children/ Parents

Questions

Regulation #

Required by the State

Is the schedule of daily activities posted and current?

7.702.68 A. 1

Yes

No

Does there seem to be enough caregivers for the number of children in

the room? (You may need to ask about staff/child ratios)

Staff to child ratios in child care Number of children per
centers Ages of children staff member

6 weeks to 18 months 5

12 months to 36 months 5

2 ¥ years to 3 years 7

3 years to 4 years 10

4 to 5 years 12

5 years and older 15

Mixed age group 10
2 % to 6 years

If 20% of the group is the age of the younger child then the staff ratio for
younger age group must be used

7.702.55 A.

Yes

Are the activities observed appropriate for the ages of the children

involved?

7.3702.71

Yes

Do adults handle children’s behavior in positive, respectful ways,

without yelling or using any physical punishment?

7.702.66 A.

Yes

Do children receive individual personal contact and attention from an
adult, such as being held, rocked, taken on walks inside and outside

the home, talked to, sung to, etc.?

7.702.64 B. 3
(Infants &
Toddlers)

Yes

NOT Required by the State

No

Are children allowed to make choices throughout the day? Yes No

Are adults warm and welcoming? Do they pay individual attention to each child?

Do the children seem occupied and engaged by their activities? Yes No

Do the child care providers seem patient and receptive to the needs of children? Yes No

Is there a daily method of communication between the child care providers and parents? Yes No

If you were a child, would you want to spend your day at this center? Yes No
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CENTER: Operational/ Policy

Questions

Required by the State

Regulation #

Does the center allow parents to drop in and visit at any time? 7.701.7 Yes No
Does the facility serve nutritious meals/snacks? 7.702.65 A. 3 Yes No
Was there a current weekly menu posted in a visible location? 7.702.65 A. 6 Yes No
Are the children taken on field trips? If so, what are the center’s

7.702.68 C. Yes No

policies in place to keep children safe?

NOT Required by the State

Do the hours of operation and holiday schedule accommodate your work schedule? Yes No

Is there a late pick-up fee charge? Yes No

Does the facility charge when a child is out sick or on vacation? Yes No

Does the cost of care include meals and snacks? Yes No

Do ALL staff have current CPR and First Aid certification? Yes No

Are parents encouraged to participate and be involved? Yes No

Does the facility enroll children with special needs? Yes No

Are there child care providers with additional training for children with special needs? Yes No

Does the center participate in the subsidized child care program (CCAP)? Yes No

Does the facility offer transportation? Yes No
7
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CENTER: Additional Questions to Ask

Questions
Required by the State Regulation #
What is the center’s purpose and philosophy on child care? 7.702.41 A.
Describe how TV, video and other electronic materials are used in the program. 7.702.68 A. 5
What is the center’s policy for administering medications? 7.702.62 C.
Describe your approach to rest and or nap time. 7.702.64 B. 6

7.702.73

Parents: What are your primary safety concerns? Located throughout
Ask the site how they handle or what preparations do they have in place to deal with the rules and
those concerns? regulations.

Not Required by the State

What is considered inappropriate behavior and how is it handled?

Describe your approach to classroom transitions or your philosophy towards primary care giving/ continuity of

carc.

What is the center’s policy for sick child care?

Are there any additional activities (e.g. music, dance) available and are costs included in the weekly fee?

Do any employees on staff have degrees in Child Development/ Education?

Information to Request at the Time of Enrollment

Tax ID # for center (to use when filing your taxes)

Policies and Procedures for center

Fee Schedule
Parent Handbook

Licensing rules and regulations can be viewed online at www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com
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