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Scholarship Application Guidelines and Policies
The primary goal of this scholarship program is to develop and support an effective and well-educated workforce serving infant, toddler and preschool age children and is not intended for those seeking careers in elementary education.  The following procedures, policies and guidelines have been approved by the Professional Development Program for all current and future scholarship applicants. 
Eligibility: 
· All scholarship recipients must work in the field of early care and education in Larimer County. This includes any teachers, directors or other positions at a child care center, preschool (public or private), or school age program, or family child care home providers.
· All scholarship recipients must be taking ECE courses at an accredited college or university, or be enrolled in an ECE degree program at an accredited college or university. 

· Priorities will be given to students completing ECE classes towards credentialing or licensing first (i.e. Early Childhood Teacher, Director, Infant Nursery Supervisor) and then to students pursuing degrees in ECE (Associates, Bachelors, or Masters).
· All classes must be passed with a “C” or better.

· All applicants must be registered in the Professional Development Information System (PDIS) prior to receiving scholarship funding from the ECCLC..  

Policies & Procedures:

· Other Funding- ECCLC’s scholarship funding is not meant to be the sole source of funding for students.  Applicants are required to seek additional sources of funding for their schooling.  However, whether or not you qualify for assistance from other sources does not affect your eligibility to receive ECCLC funding.  

1. Applicants must complete a FAFSA application: www.fafsa.gov
2. All applicants must apply for TEACH funds (www.qualistar.org), if applicable.

3. All applicants must apply for College Opportunity Funds (COF) (https://cof.college-assist.org/COFApp/COFApp/Default.aspx), if applicable.  

4. Applicants are encouraged to look for additional scholarships and sources of funding for their schooling. 

· Each semester, applicants are required to indicate the names/titles and approximate cost of the classes they intend to take for the upcoming semester as well as the method of delivery (on campus or online courses).  The estimated cost should reflect all other funding sources.
· Funding may only be used for tuition, fees and/or books.  No other purchases will be covered by ECCLC scholarship awards. 
· At the end of each semester, scholarship recipients are required to complete a survey from the ECCLC to report the number of credits they took and other money (leveraged funds) they used to pay for their tuition, fees, and/or books. Participants who fail to provide this information may be denied future scholarship assistance. 
· Funding awards are made one semester at a time and typically range from $300-$900 per semester.  Applicants must notify the Professional Development Coordinator before the application deadline for each semester for which they are requesting scholarship assistance. This can be done by email or phone. 
· If you do not pass your class(es) with a “C” or better:

1. If you receive a “D” on your course, you will be ineligible for future scholarships until you’ve paid for one semester of courses on your own and passed those classes with a “C” or better. 
2. If you fail a class or drop a class(es) after the add/drop date at the school, thus receiving an incomplete or “W” grade, the student is responsible for reimbursing the Early Childhood Council of Larimer County the scholarship amount paid.  
Steps for completing application:

1. Read through the cover letter and application procedures and guidelines.
2. Apply for admission at your chosen school or university.

3. Fill out all enclosed scholarship application forms.  Sign all forms where requested. 

4. Submit your application to the Professional Development Coordinator at the ECCLC.
5. Complete your COF, FAFSA, and TEACH applications (if applicable).  

6. If you have not already done so, register for your class(es). 
Applications are accepted at any time and are considered on a first-come first-serve basis.  Applicants are encouraged to apply as soon as possible. The deadlines for all applications are:

	Semester
	Deadline for Application
	Scholarship Awards Made

	Fall (August- December)
	July 15th 
	By August 5th 

	Spring (January- May)
	December 10th 
	By December 22nd 

	Summer (May-August)
	April 15th 
	By May 5th  


A letter will be sent to you notifying you of your award before the semester begins.  Application award letters are also sent to your school of choice so that they may bill us appropriately.  
Adhering to these guidelines will allow the Early Childhood Council Professional Development Program to build and maintain a scholarship program that can assist as many people as possible and to continue our efforts to enhance professional development in Larimer County.
If you have questions about eligibility or policies for scholarships, please contact:

Professional Development Program
Early Childhood Council of Larimer County

1730 S. College Avenue, Suite 200

Fort Collins, CO 80525

(970)377-3388 ext 202

(970)377-2866 fax

lpowers@ecclc.org 
Rev 2/2017

